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Business Activity in the United States
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Major Economic Indicators

Leading Indicators
Average weekly hours for production workers in manufacturing
WeeKly initial claims for unemployment insurance
New orders for consumer goods

Speed with which companies make deliveries (the busier a
company, the longer it will take to fill orders)

Number of contracts and orders for plants and equipment
Number of building permits issued for private housing units
Stock prices

Changes in money supply in circulation

Changes in interest rates

Changes in consumer expectations

Coincident Indicators
Number of nonagricultural workers who are employed
Personal income minus transfer payments
Rate of industrial production
Sales of manufacturers, wholesalers, and retailers
Lagging Indicators

Average length of unemployment
Size of manufacturing and trade inventories
Labor cost per unit of output in manufacturing

Average interest rate charged by banks to their best
business customers

Number of commercial and industrial loans to be repaid
Ratio of consumer installment debt to personal income

000 0000 000G 600000 O00O0OO

Change in consumer price index for services
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